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Etoile* et Itfs C:*r!os;tes d:i del 'iSSi;. and!
La Planete Mdrs , 184,0;. To the general public i
Flammarion is best known as a brilliant popu- .
larizer of astronomical subjects.                      ;

Flamsteed, John ''1646-1719 >, English as- j
tronomer-royai. His observations were post- -
humously edited by his assistant, Joseph Cros- i
thwait, in 1725, in the three volumes of the #&- |
toria Ccrlestis Br'tannica, the third containing .
the British Catalogue of 2,955 stars.                j

Flanders CFlem. Vlaendereri'^ the couDtry
of the Flemings, long an autonomous count-!
ship of Europe, sometimes partly under the!
suzerainty of France, and sometimes partly;
under the suzerainty of the empire, but in j
point of fact generally independent and self-
governing. For the most part it embraced
the region fronting the North Sea from the
northern arm of the Scheldt to the Somme in
France. From the middle of the nth century
down to 1477 the countship of Hainault was
almost continuously united with it. Since the
ist century, this region has been distinguished
for its industrial towns, remarkable for their
large populations and powerful democratic
rule. Industrially and politically these cities,
especially Ghent, Bruges, Ypres, Courtrai,
Roulers, Valenciennes, Tournai, Lille, and
others, were most famous from the middle of
the loth century to the middle of the i6th
century, when Spanish rule became supreme,
and to a great extent extinguished their pros-
perity. The district around Bruges and Sluys
was in the yth century called munidptum
Flandrense; this was the nucleus of the future
countship of Flanders, which was not created
until 862, and was at first a fief of the crown
of France. The woolen industry, the founda-
tion of the industrial power of the Flemish
cities, was introduced into the country in the
middle of the xoth century. From the early
years of the i3th century down to the year
1477, the most prominent feature in the po-
litical history of Flanders was the persistent
endeavor made by the French kings to obtain
a preponderating influence in the country. At
various periods between 1659 and 1713 the
French succeeded in gaining the several dis-
tricts, which are now described as French Flan-
ders; while the rest of the countship eventually
fell into the power of the French republican
armies in 1794, and at the treaty of Vienna
(1815) was incorporated in the new kingdom
of the Netherlands. And its last political trans-
ference was made in 1830, when the core of
the ancient countship was assigned to the
kingdom of Belgium.
The Flemings are, broadly speaking, de-

scended iron: Frankish tribes, who settled in
this part of Europe in the 4th and succeeding
centuries, but modified by strong strains of
Belgic and Saxon blood. Their language may
be briefly described as southern Dutch. It
has a considerable literature, already dealt
with under BELGIUM, Literature. See Kervyn
van Lettenhove's Histoire dc Flandrc (5th ed.
1898), and Pirenne's Geschichte Belgians (1899-
1902). The term is now applied to two Belgian
provinces: East Flanders and West Flanders.
Flandin, Pierre-Etienne (1889- ),
French politician who became Premier in the
critical late 1934 period when his country
was still in the throes of the Stavisky scan-
dal and faced the world battle of the cur-
rencies, a rearming Germany and rising un-
employment. Flandin sought to re-establish
the authority of the Government, badly
shaken by the street disturbances of the pre-
ceding February, but resigned in 1935; min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, 1940.
Flandrin, Hippolyte (1809-64), French
painter, born at Lyons. After winning the
Prix de Rome with The Recognition of Theseus
(1832), he became the fashion, and was much
employed in the decoration of public buildings.
Flange, in mechanical engineering, a pro-
jecting flat rim or collar, used to strengthen
the object of which it forms a part, to provide
a suitable means of attachment to another ob-
ject, or, acting as a guide, to assist in main-
taining their correct relative positions. The
wheels of railway carriages or street cars are
kept to the track by vertical flanges.
Flannel, a variety of soft, woolen textile.
Flannels are made of woolen yarn, slightly
twisted in the spinning, and of open texture,
the object being to have the material soft and
spongy, without regard to strength.
Flask Point is the temperature to which
an oil must be heated to give off vapor that
will catch fire if ignited. The temperature at
which this occurs, depends very much on the
apparatus employed, being far higher in an
open vessel than in a closed one. As there are
legal restrictions in most countries as to the
storage, etc., of oils of low flash points, the
apparatus to be employed is specified.
Flat in music is the name given to the sign
which signifies that the note before which
it is placed is to be lowered a semi-tone. Two
of these signs, are termed a doMe flat, and
indicate that trie note they prefix must be
lowered two semitones.
Flatfish means the members of the family
Pleuronectidae, in which, the body is flattened
from side to side, instead of from above down-